October 24: The ramjet discussed at the Academy of Engineering meeting

”FLYING STOVEPIPE OVER THE ATLANTIC IN 30 MINUTES. SPEED EXCEEDING THE SPEED OF SOUND. At a meeting on technical and scientific novelties the [Swedish] Academy of Engineering (IVA) yesterday listened to Professor E. Velander talking mainly on reaction power, chemistry and metallurgy. With the latest addition to the Swedish Air Force, the Vampire, reaction power has been turned from a thrilling fantasy to a technical reality, he said.

”The most fantastic idea for motive power is the so called tromadorff pipe, which in England is called Athoduc (aero-thermal-duct) and in the US ”the ramjet” or ”the flying stovepipe”. This simply has the shape of a straight pipe, which, at great speed has the ability of of creating compression by itself and through supply of fuel can generate pressure so that it works like a reaction engine. To test this power the apparatus must, however, be shot up with rockets or towed to such an altitude that it can reach supersonic speeds for the method to work. It is first of all a motive power for remote-controlled rockets that could travel from Europe to America in 30 minutes.” (Norra Västerbotten, October 25). 


